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| His Majeſtics 
CETTHER 


FROM 


St. GERMANS 


T.O--F B:E 


CONVENTION), 


IN ORDER TO 


Settle thele Kingdoms : 
That was Refuſed to be Opend. 


MY LORDS, 


E think Our Selves Ob/;ged iz Conſcience to do all We can to open Our 

Peoples Eyes, that they may ſee the True Intereſt of the Nation ih 

| this Important Conjuncture ; and therefore do think fit to let you 
| know, that finding We could no longer ſtay with Safety, nor a& with 

Freedom in what concerned Our People , and that it was abſolutely 


neceſſary for Us to retire ; We left the Reaſons of Our with-drawing under Our own 
Hand, to be Communicated to you, and Our SubjeQts in the following Termes. 


HIS MAJESTIES REASONS 


For With-drawing Himſelf from ROCHE- 
STER. Writ with His own Hand, and Or- 
dered to be Publiſhed. 


Hor , \He World cannot wonder at my with drawing my Self gow this Second 
| time. I might have expected ſomewhat berter Ulage after what I wrir 
| to the Þ. of Orange by my Lord Feverjham, and tke Inſtructions I gave bim , 

bur inſtead of an Anſwer,ſuch as I might have hoped for, What was I not to ex« 


pet 


| © bi, 
pe&t after the Uſage | received by the making the ſaid Earl a Priſoner, againſt 
the Praftice and Law of Nations ; The . nding his own Guards at Eleven at 
Night to take Poſſ- Sion of. the Poſts at Whitehall; without advertizing me in the 
leaſt manner of 1c ; The ſending to me at One a Click, after Midnight, when [ 
was in Bed, a kind of an Order by, three Lorth, tobe gone out of mine own Palace, be- 
fore Twelve that ſams Morning ?: After all: this) How could I hope to be ſafe, 
ſo long as | was 1n the Power of one, who had nor only done this to me, and 
lIavaded my Kingdoms without any juſt occaſion given him for ir, but that did 
by hisfirſt Declaration lay the greateſt Aſperfion upon me that Malice could 
*;invEntg in that Clavle of ic which concerns my Son. I appeal to all that know 
me, Ay evetito himſelf, thi in their Confciences, nelcher he nor they can 
believe me in the leaſt capable of ſo unnatural aVilany, nor of ſo little common 
ſenſe, to be impoſed on in a thing of ſuch a nature as that. What had 1 then 
ro expett from otie who by all-Arts hath raken ſuch pins ro make me appear 
as black as Htll co my own People, as well as to all the World befides 2 What 
effett that hath had at Home all mankind hath ſeen,by ſo general a defefion in 
my Army, as well as in the Nation antong{t all ſorts of People. 

[ was borri Free, and defire to cofitintieſo ; att tho I have Ventured my 
Eife very frankly; off levetp| Occdlibns, fbr the Good and Hbnout of my 
Country, and am as free to do it again (and which I hope T ſhall yet do, as 91d 
as Tam, toredeemit from the Slavery it 1s like to fall under) yet [ think it not con- 
- venient to expoſe my elf to be Secured,ſo as not to be at Liberty ro Effe& it ; 
and for that reaſon do with-draw, bur fo as ro be within call whenſoever the 
Nations Eyes ſhall be opened; fo as to ſee hbiv they have been abuſed and im- 
poſed upon by the ſpecious Pretences of Religion and Property. I hope it will 
pleaſe God to topch their Hearts, our of his infinite Mercy, and to make them 
ſenſible of che nt Cohaition they are iti, and btifig thehi to ſich a temper, that 
a Legal Parliament may be called ; and that amongſt other things which may be 
neceflary to be done, they will agree to Liberty of Conſcience for all Protefiane 
Diflenters; and that thoſe of my own Perſwafion may be ſo far conſidered, 
and have ſuch a ſhare of it, as they may live peaceably and quietly, as Engliſh- 
men and Chriſtians ought to do,and not to beobliged ro Tranſplant themſelves, 
which would be very' grievous , eſpecially to ſuch as love their own Coun- 
try; and I appeal to all, who are conſidering men, and have had experi- 
ence, whether any thing can make this Nation fo great and flouriſhing as 
Liberty of Conſcience, Some of our Neighbours dread ir. 

I could add much more to confirm all I have faid , but now is not the 
proper time. Fn 


Rochefter, Decemb. ny 
1688. 
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| Ut finding, That, not taken to be Ours, by ſome ; and that the Prince of Orange 
and his Adherants did maliciouſly Suppreſs it, We thought fit ſometime after, to 


renew the ſame ; and likewiſe to Write to ſuch of Your aumber , as were of Our Privy 
Conncil, in the Terms following. 


HIS MAJESTIES LETTER 


Lords and others of His Privy Council. 
James R. | 


Y LORDS, When We faw that it was no longer fafe for Us to remain within Our 
Kingdom of Ezg/and, and that thereupon We had taken Our Reſolutions to with- 
draw for ſome time; We left to be communicated to you and to all Our SubjeQs, the 
Reaſons of Our withdrawing : And were likewiſe relolved at the ſame time to leave ſuch 
Orders behind Us to you of Our Privy Councel, as might beft ſuit with the preſent ſtate 
of Aﬀairs - But that being altogether unſafe for Us at that time ; We now think fit to let 
you know, that tho' it has been Our conſtant Carefince Our firſt Accefſion to the Crown, 
to Govern Our People wit! that Juſtice and Moderation, as to give; if poſfible, no oc- 
caſion of Complaint ; yet more particularly upon the late Invaſion, ſeeing how the De- 
ſign was laid; and fearing that Our People, who could not be deſtroy'd but by themſelves, 
might by little imaginary Grievances, be cheated into a certain Ruine: To prevent ſo 
great Miſchief, and to take away not only all juft Caufes, but even pretences of Ciſcon- 
tent ; We freely, and of Our Own Accord, redreffed all thoſe things that were ſet forth 
as the Cauſes of that Invaſion: And that We might be informed by the Councel and Ad- 
vice of Our SubjeCts themſelves, which way We might give them a further and full Gatiſ- 
faftion, We reſolved to meet them in a Free Parliament: And in order to it, We firſt 
laid the Foundation of ſuch a Free Parliament, in reſtoring the City of Loxdon and the 
reſt of the Corporationsto their Antient Charters and Priviledges ; and afterwards aQual- 
ly appointed the Writs to be iſſued out for the Parliaments Meeting on the x 4 of Fa- 
z1ary: But the Prince of Orange ſeeing all the ends of his Declaration anſwered, the 
. People begining to be undeceived,and returning apace to theirAntient Duty and Allegiance; 
and well forc-ſeeing, that if the Parliament ſhould meet at the time appointed, ſuch a 
Settlement in all probability would be made, both in Church and State, as would totally 
_ defeat his Ambitious and unjuſt Defigns, refolved by all means poſitble to prevent the mice- 
ting of the Parliament : And to do this the moſt etfectual way, he thought fit tolay a re- 
ſaint on Our Royal Perſon ; for as. it «were abſurd to call that a Free Parliament, where 
there is any Force on either of the Houſes, ſo much lefs can that Parliament be faid to a& 
Freely, where the Sovereign, by whoſe Authority they Meet and Sit, and froth whoſe 
Royal Aſſent all their Atts receive their Life and Sanction, 1s under actual Confinementr. 
The hurring of Us under a Guard from Our City of Loxzdon, whole returning Loyalry 
We could no longer Truſt, and the other Indignities We ſuffered in the Perſon of the 
Farl of Feverſhaw , when {ent to him by Us; and in that Barbarous Confinement- of 
Our Own Perſon, We {hall not here repeat,becauſe they are We doubt not, by this time very 
well known; and may, We hope, if enough conſidered and reflected upon ; together 
with his other Violations and Breaches of the Laws and Liberties of Ezg/and, which by 
this Invaſion he pretended to reſtore, be {ſufficient to open the eyes of all Our SubjeQs; 
and let them plainly ſee what every one of them may expe&t, and what Treatment they 
{hall find from him, if atany time it may ſerve his purpoſe, from whole hands a Sove- 
. reiga Prince, an Uncle, and a Father could meet with no better Entertainment. Howe» 
ver the ſenſe of theſe Indignities, and the juſt apprehenſion of further Attempts againſt 
Our Perſon, by them whoalready endeavoured to murder Our. Reputation by Infamous 
Calumnies /as if We had been capable of ſuppoſing a Prince of Wiles) which was in- 
comparably more Injurous, than the Deſtroying of our Perſon It Self; together with a 
Serious RefleCtion on a Saying of Our Royal Farker of Bleſſed MtAory, when He was 


in 


* es. Po 
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in the like Circumſtances, That there is little d:ſtance between the Priſons and the Graves of 
Princes (which afterwards proved too true 1n His Caſe) could not but perſuade Us to 
make uſe of that, which the Law of Nature gives to the meane(t of Our Subjefts, of 
freeing Our Selves by all means poſſible, from that unjuſt Confinement aad Reſtraint. 
And this We did not more for the Sccurity of Our Own Perſon; than that thereby We 
might be 1n a better ah pv of tranſafting and providing for every thing that may con- 
tribute to the Peace and Settlement of Our Kingdoms : For as on the one hand, no change 
of Fortune ſhall make Us forget Our Selves, ſo far as ro Condeſcend to any thing, unbe- 
coming that High and Royal Station, in which Gud Almighty by Right of Succeſſion has 
placed Us : So on the other hand, neither the Provocation or [ngratitude of Our Own 
Subjeas, norany ot :er Conſideration whatſoever, {hall ever prevail with Us to make the 
leaſt ſtep contrary to the True Intereſt of rhe &xgliſp Nation ; which we ever did, and 
ever muſt look uponas Our Own. OUR WILL and Pleaſure therefore is, 'I'hat you 
of Our Privy Councel, take the moſt eifc&tual Care to make theſe our Gracious Intentions 
known to the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 1n and about Our Cities of Loxdox and Weſt- 
minſter,to the Lord Mayor and Commons of Our City fo Lodoz,and to all Our Subje&s in 
general; And to aſſure them, that We deſire nothing more, than to return and hold a 
Free Parliament, wherein We may have the beſt opportunity of undeceiving Our People, 
and ſhewing the Sincerity of thoſe Proteftations We have often made of the preſerving 
the Liberties anc Properties of Our Subjects and the Prote#ant Religion ; more eſpecial- 
ly the Charch of Ezg/and as by Law Eſtabliſhed, with ſuch Indulgence for thole that 
Diſſent from Her, as We have always thought Our Selves in Juſtice and Care of the ge- 
neral Welfare of Our People, bound to procure for them. And in the mean time You of 
Our Privy Councel, (whocan Judge better by being upon the place) are to ſend Us your 
Advice, what is fit to be done by Us towards Our Returning, and the Accompliſhing thole 
Good Ends. And Wedo require you in Our Name, and by Our Authority, to endeavour 
{o to Suppreſs all Tumults and Diſorders, that the Nation in general, and every one of 
Our SubjeQs in particular, may net receive the leaſt prejudice from the preſent DiſtraCti- 
ons that is poſſible. So not doubting of your Dutiful Obedience to theſe Our Royal 
Commands, VVe bid you Heartily Farewel. Given at St. Germans ex Laye the 4 Far 
muary 1685, And of Our Reign the Fourth Year. 


Dire&ed thus to the Lords, and Others 
of Our Privy Councel of Our King- 
dom of Emgland. 


I 


Ll which, We ſent with a Servant of Our own to be delivered, as it was Directed ; 
but as yet We have no Account of it. 

We likewiſe DireCted Copies to ſeveral of you, the Peers of Our Realm ; believing 
rbat none Durſt take upon them to Intercept, or open, your Letters ; but of theſe like- 
wite, We have no Account. 

But We cannot wonder that all Arts are uſed to hinder you from knowing Our Senti- 
ments, ſince the Prizce of Orange, rather choſe, againſt all Law, to Impriſon the Earl of 
Fewerſhim, and to drive Us away from Our Palace; than to receive Our Invitation of 
coming to Us, or Hearing what We had to propoſe to Him ; well knowing, that what 
We had to offer, Woxld Content all Reaſoxable Men ; and was, what he Durſt not Truſt 

you with the Knowledge of. 

- We think fit now to let you know, that whatever Crimes ſhall be Committed , or 
whoſe Poſterity ſoever ſhall come to Suffer for thoſe Crimes, We are reſolved to be 1z- 
nocent. | | 

And therefore do Declare to you, that We are Ready to Return, (when Safely We 
can) and to Redreſs all the Diſorders in Our Kingdoms in a Free Parliament , Called ac- 
cording to Law, and held without Conſtraint : More particularly, To Secure the Church 
of England, as by Law Eſtabliſhed ; and by the Advice of that Parliament, give ſuch 
Indulgence to Diſſenters, as Our People may have no Reaſon to be Jealous of. We will 
likewiſe by the Advice of that Parliament, Heal all the Diviſions, Cover with Oblivion all 
the Faults, and Reſtore the Happineſs of Our People ; which never can be EffeQtually 
done by any other Power ; and which We expeCt you will ſeriouſly and ſpeedily Con- 
ſider : And ſo We bid you heartily Farewel. Given at St. Germans en Laye, the 3d. of 
February 1 689. Andot Our Raign the fourth. 

The Letter to the Commons was of the {ame Tenure: 


